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down coal which fell on their faces and replacing it continu-
ously by timber in order not to be crushed by the upper surface.
You must not neglect this part of the work! " He was not
allowed to talk with the men themselves, and when they came
to interview him secretly they implored him not to let the
manager or the employers know, or they would be discharged
at once ! The old story of miners in every country which even
the strongest Trade Unions are as yet scarcely able to cope
with, though the tyranny in French mines has been checked
since the time Clemenceau wrote. These and similar cases of
oppression on the part of the capitalist class caused Clemenceau
to support Socialists more and more in their demands for
limitation of the then unrestricted powers of individual em-
ployers and " anonymous " companies. So, too, individualist
as he was, he wrote article after article in defence of the right
of the men to strike against grievous oppression, holding that
the combination of the workers was more than sufficiently
tandicapped by the fact that they were bound to imperil their
own subsistence as wel] as the maintenance of their wives and
children by going on strike at all. This argument he applied
to all strikes in organised industries.

But Clemenceau natufally found himself drawn into bitter
antagonism to the doctrine of laissez-faire and the law of supply
and demand. " You say all must bow down to them. I con-
tend, all must revolt against them." " The individual struggle
for existence is only a great laissez-faire! Far from being
liberty, it is the triumph of violence, it is barbarism itself.
The man who mastered the first slave founded a new system ...
so completely that after some ages of this rule a physiocrat
overlooking it all would have sagely pronounced : Slavery is
the law of human societies. This with the same amount of
truth as he says to-day : -The law of supply and demand is an
immutable ordinance". And, for all that, the supreme irony of
fate has decreed that the first slave-driver was at the same time
the first sower of the seed of liberty, of justice. For by en-
slaving men he created a social relation? a relation different
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